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September 3, 2015 

 

Minutes 

 

Members Present 

Ms. Cathy Harlow, TASD Superintendent 

Mr. John Clark, TASD Business Administrator 

Mrs. Leslie Estep, TASD Director of Curriculum and Instruction  

Mrs. Deb Hoover 

Dr. Grant Hormell 

Mr. Edward Hull      

Mr. Neil Smith     Members Absent    

Mr. Theron Glenny    Mrs. JoLynn Baran 

Mr. Robert Smith    Mrs. Anita Goodman 

Mrs. Julie White    Mr. Gary McGovern   

Mr. Lucas Woomer     Mr. Jeff Long 

      MDJ Fred Miller 

      Mrs. Marie Makdad 

 

Superintendent Harlow opened the September 3, 2015 meeting of the TASD Superintendent 

Advisory Council (SAC) at 5:40 pm by welcoming members, asking committee members to 

introduce themselves, and asking the committee to review the minutes from the May 14, 2015 

meeting.  Ms. Harlow specifically welcomed new member to the committee, 2013 TAHS 

graduate Lucas Woomer, and indicated that feedback from the committee on a survey last 

spring suggested that a recent graduate hold a seat on the SAC.  Ms. Harlow also commented 

that Mrs. JoLynn Baran will replace Steve Gildea as a Tyrone Regional Health Network 

representative on the committee and two other potential prospects were contacted to become 

members with one declining and the other not responding as of the date of the meeting. 

 

As follow up items from last meeting, Superintendent Harlow offered the following: 

 

 The district’s Network Administrator is in talks with the student information system 

vendor to determine if there is a way to allow parents the ability to contact teachers 

directly through parent portal.  Ms. Harlow stated that the district is not yet sure of 

whether the system will allow for this capability. 
 

 Mr. John Clark, TASD Business Administrator has spoken to Athletic Director, Mr. Lucas 

Rhoades concerning the oversight of the booster clubs and their finances.  Mr. Clark 

stated that the athletic disclosure report that the district is now required to file with the 

state as a part of Act 80 (born as an off shoot of Title IX) does show athletic booster club 

expenditures, revenues, etc.  He stated that, although it is voluntary for the athletic 



booster clubs to report that information to the district, most of the groups do comply.  

The report is intended to show equity in spending. 
 

 One of the building goals for the high school this year, as well as a K-12 focus is 

increased attention on the advising of high school students of college/career plans, 

goals, preparedness, etc.. 

 

When Ms. Harlow asked the committee to voice any concerns and/or issues from the 

community, the following discussion ensued: 

 Mrs. White commented that the traffic around the campus, particularly at the end of the 

school day is “very heavy and hectic.”  She stated that she is concerned about the safety 

of young children getting into and out of cars in the parking lot with the volume of busses 

and other vehicles.  Ms. Harlow explained the reason for the increased traffic at arrival 

and dismissal is due to the district’s obligation to now serve meals to the preschool 

students.  She indicated that, in previous years, preschool children arrived after the 

regular school day started in the morning and were dismissed prior to the regular 

dismissal at the end of the day, which allowed those students and families to move 

about with less traffic.  Ms. Harlow acknowledged the heavy traffic and assured the 

group that, while traffic is now flowing smoothly, the district continues to consider 

additional options to accommodate the number of teachers, students, and parents that 

arrive on campus daily and that safety is always at the forefront of these considerations. 
 

 Mr. Hull asked if there is a mechanism built into the district website for people to ask 

questions.  Superintendent Harlow indicated that the website does not have that option, 

however, the community is able to pose questions to the district via its Facebook page. 
 

 Dr. Hormell inquired about any district concerns due to the absence of a state budget.  

Mr. Clark stated that the district is approaching the issue by scrutinizing purchases even 

more than normal and that current monies/cash flow from property tax payments and 

budgetary reserves will allow the district to remain in good shape until around 

December.  Mr. Clark mentioned that the unresolved state budget has resulted in the 

non-payment by the state of the $1.8 million September basic education payment to the 

district.  Dr. Hormell suggested that the district consider disseminating some information 

to the public to help curtail rumors about program cuts, furloughs, etc.. 
 

 Mr. Glenny shared a concern on behalf of another parent regarding this parent’s middle 

school daughter having to walk to school, as she is no longer eligible for bussing.  Mr. 

Clark stated that beginning in 7th grade, students within a 1.5 mile radius of the school 

campus must walk or be transported by the parent.  Mr. Clark indicated that this is within 

the confines of the PA School Code. 
 

 Mrs. White asked if there was consideration by the Tyrone Regional Health Network to 

keep the gate in the anticipated new fencing open during the day, after arrival and before 

dismissal, to accommodate students who walk to the hospital campus for appointments 

during the school day.  Ms. Harlow stated that she is not exactly sure of the TRHN’s 

intentions. 



 

Following the sharing of questions and concerns, Ms. Harlow and Mrs. Estep gave a short 

presentation on the changes in the 2015 PSSA testing, the process followed by the state to 

determine score performance indicators, and the TASD results of those assessments.  The local 

results mirror closely the trends seen in the state averages at each grade level.  Ms. Harlow and 

Mrs. Estep shared with the group that the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) has 

provided school districts with several documents to help districts prepare to share the scores 

with students, parents, and the public.  They also shared with the committee that the district will 

prepare a new letter for parents to accompany students’ scores and help explain the new score 

reports. 

 

To conclude the meeting, Superintendent Harlow asked the group for presentation ideas for the 

next meeting.  Having no specific requests from the group, Ms. Harlow suggested that the 

administration will share the district’s new All Hazards Plan at the next meeting, as well as 

report any community and parent follow up/response to the PSSA scores. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:52pm. 

 

The next meeting will be held on November 5, 2015 at 5:30pm in the school district Board 

Room. 


